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1995 SURVEY ON THE STRUCTURE OF AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS 
First provisional results for the European Union 
of the Fifteen 
The 1995 farm structure survey was the eleventh in 
the series of Community surveys and the first for the 
Community of the Fifteen. It was carried out as a 
sample survey in the majority of the Member States, 
and provides results not just at national level but also 
at regional level. Only in Belgium, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands was a full survey carried out. 
Also in the context of the 1995 Community survey, 
individual data from the three new Member States of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden were provided to 
Eurostat for the first time. 
It should be pointed out that in this publication, the 
tables give results for both the Union of the Twelve 
and the Union of the Fifteen. In describing the results, 
the Union of the Twelve is sometimes used as a 
reference point. 
Approximately 5% fewer holdings 
The structural changes in agriculture are most 
noticeable in the change in the number of agricultural 
holdings. In 1995 there were approximately 6.9 
million agricultural holdings in the Union of the 
Twelve. This means a fall of about 5% compared to 
the figure of approximately 7.3 million holdings in 
1993. The number of agricultural holdings in France 
fell by more than 8% over the same period. There 
was also a considerable drop of nearly 8% in the 
number of holdings in Portugal and Spain between 
1993 and 1995. In Italy the reduction in the number of 
holdings was considerably smaller, with a decline of 
only about 0.3%. 
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Uu5stat Figure 1: Change in number of 
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Some 6% of holdings are in the new Member States 
In the three new Member States there were 
approximately 411.5 thousand holdings in total in 1995, 
accounting for only about 6% of the farms recorded in 
the European Union of the Fifteen. Austria was the 
most significant of the new Member States in terms of 
both its number of farms and its agricultural area (AA). 








































































































Small holdings in the southern Member States 
The structural differences between the individual 
Member States become clear when the agricultural 
area (AA) per holding is examined. Table 1 shows that 
the smallest holdings on average are in Greece, Italy 
and Portugal. The biggest holdings on average are in 
the United Kingdom, followed by Luxembourg, 
Denmark and France. 
Large holdings in the United Kingdom 
The differences in the size structure of holdings 
between the individual Member States become even 
more obvious when the proportion of agricultural 
holdings in the size class of 100 hectares and over is 
examined (see Table 1 and Figure 2). In the United 
Kingdom in 1995, approximately 17% of holdings were 
in this size class; they accounted for almost two-thirds 
of the agricultural area (AA). It is worthy of note that in 
Portugal almost half of the agricultural area (AA) is 
accounted for by holdings of more than 100 hectares. 
In contrast, only about 3.5% of the agricultural area in 
Greece is accounted for by holdings of more than 100 
hectares. 
eiüosíal Figure 2: Proportion of AA in the 
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A reduction in owner-farmed land 
With the structural changes in the European Union of 
the Fifteen, tenant farming is on the increase. The 
proportion of owner-farmed agricultural area (AA) fell 
steadily in the period from 1989/90 to 1995. In the 
European Union of the Twelve, owner-farmed land as a 
proportion of agricultural area (AA) fell from 
approximately 61% to some 59% in the period from 
1989/1990 to 1995. 
In Germany, the proportion of owner-farmed land fell 
from approximately 43% to about 38% over the same 
period. This significant decline can partly be explained 
by German unification, since owner-farmed land as a 
proportion of agricultural area (AA) in the new Lander 
is much smaller than in the old ones. 





































































More than half of the AA is in less-favoured areas 
Of the approximately 128.4 million hectares of 
agricultural area (AA) in 1995 in the European Union of 
the Fifteen, some 68.1 million hectares were in less-
favoured areas, i.e. more than half of the total 
agricultural area (AA). 
In Luxembourg, all of the agricultural area (AA) was 
designated as in less-favoured area. The proportion of 
agricultural area (AA) in less-favoured areas in 
Portugal, Finland and Spain is also very high 
(approximately 80% in each country). In contrast, there 
are no less-favoured areas in Denmark or the 
Netherlands. 














































































Ujutat Figure 3: Proportion of AA in less-
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Almost all of Finland's AA is arable land 
Of the agricultural area (AA) in the European Union of 
the Fifteen, approximately 57% was used for field 
crops in 1995 (see Table 4). However, the significance 
of field crops in the individual Member States is 
extremely variable. Almost all of the agricultural area 
(AA) in Finland in 1995 was used for field crops, and a 
similar proportion can be found in Sweden, where 
around 86% of the agricultural area (AA) consists of 
arable land. In contrast, field crops are less important 
in Ireland, where approximately three-quarters of the 
agricultural area (AA) is used for permanent pastures 
and meadows. 
Every second holding is engaged in animal 
production 
Livestock farming plays an important role in the 
European Union of the Fifteen. Of the approximately 
7.3 million holdings in the European Union of the 
Fifteen in 1995, around 3.9 million kept livestock, i.e. 
more than half of all holdings. 
However, the proportion of agricultural holdings 
involved in livestock farming varies greatly between the 
individual Member States in the European Union of the 
Fifteen. 














































































































The proportion is highest in Ireland, where almost 
every agricultural holding is involved in animal 
production. Conversely, in Italy and Spain only about 
one-third of agricultural holdings keep livestock. 
In 1995 there were approximately 85.0 million bovine 
animals, 22.4 million dairy cows, 106.9 million sheep, 
10.3 million goats, 111.9 million pigs and 982.5 million 



























































































































































head of poultry in the European Union of the Fifteen. 
The regional breakdown of the animals varies greatly, 
however: 
- Holdings with bovine animals are concentrated in 
France (24 % of the total population of the 
European Union of the Fifteen), Germany (19 %) 
and the United Kingdom (14 %). 
- Almost half of the total dairy cow herd in the 
European Union of the Fifteen is in France and 
Germany. 
- The main area of sheep farming is the United 
Kingdom, which has approximately 4 1 % of the 
overall sheep herd in the European Union of the 
Fifteen. 
- The rearing of goats is concentrated in Greece, 
which has 47% of the total goat population of the 
European Union of the Fifteen. Goat rearing is also 
significant in Spain (21 %) and Italy (13 %). 
- Pig farming is concentrated mainly in Germany, the 
Netherlands and France, which together have 
almost half of the pig population of the European 
Union of the Fifteen. 
- Over a quarter of the total poultry population in the 
European Union of the Fifteen is in France, with 
about 14 % each in Italy and the United Kingdom. 
Tables 5 and 6 show that the greatest concentration of 
animal production is in larger holdings in the northern 
Member States. It can also be seen that Sweden, the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands have on average 
the largest holdings with broilers. 
The differences between the individual Member States 
in terms of pig farming are less clear. The biggest 
holdings on average with sows are in the Netherlands, 
the United Kingdom, Denmark and Belgium. 
The labour force has fallen by some 5% 
About 94% of the labour force are family members 
Family workers play an important role in the European 
Union of the Fifteen. In 1995, approximately 94% of 
those working in agriculture in the European Union of 
the Fifteen were family workers. In Denmark, the 
United Kingdom and the Netherlands, family members 
comprised approximately three-quarters of the labour 
force, while almost all of those employed in agriculture 
in Greece, Finland and Italy were family workers. 
The youngest farmers are in Finland 
Approximately 14.3 million people were employed in 
agriculture in the European Union of the Twelve in 
1995. Relative to the labour force of approximately 
15.0 million in 1993, this means a fall of about 5% (see 
Table 7 in the Appendix). In Greece the labour force 
fell by around 15%, in the United Kingdom by around 
12% and in Germany by about 10%. 




















Labour force, excluding non-family labour 


















































































Table 8 in the Appendix shows that of the 
approximately 15.3 million persons working in 
agriculture in the European Union of the Fifteen in 
1995, only one-fifth worked full-time, i.e. it was their 
principal employment. In Greece in 1995, not even 
one-tenth of those working in agriculture were 
employed full-time. In contrast, in Ireland, Denmark 
and the Netherlands, approximately half of those 
employed in agriculture in 1995 worked full-time. 
The decision to continue operating or to abandon a 
holding is generally taken when a holding has to be 
passed on to the successor on age grounds. In the 
European Union of the Fifteen in 1995, more than half 
of all holders were over 55, which means that in a few 
years' time the question of whether or not to continue 
operating the holding will arise. In contrast, the age 
structure of holders in Finland is much more favourable 
with only a quarter of holders above 55 years of age. 
The age structure is least favourable in the southern 
Member States of Italy, Portugal, Spain and Greece, 
where almost two-thirds of holders are over 55. 


















































































































1) Holders who are natural rather than legal persons. 
Appendix 
1. Agricultural holdings, 1970/71 to 1995 
1 =Kd 






































































































































2. Agricultural area, 19970/71 to 1995 
1 =Kd 






































































































































3. Holdings by size classes of agricultural area (AA), 1995 
size classes (ha AA) 










































































































































































4. Agricultural area (AA) by size classes of AA, 1995 
I = L / H 












































































































































































5. Type of cereals, 1995 



































































































































































































































































































































































6. Livestock population of agricultural holdings, 1995 
e u r o s t a t Stc 
EUR 15 3 













































































































































































































































































































7. Agricultural labour force, 1970/71 to 1995 
1 =Kd 


































































































































8. Structure of agricultural labour force, 1995 







































Labour force excluding non-family labou 
force employed on a non-regular basis 
Total 










































































Family labour force 
Total 









































































































































































































































































































































































_ 11. Agricultural holdings with permanent crops, 1987 to 1995 
I =Kd 










































































































































12. Agricultural holdings with woodland, 1987 to 1995 
e u r o s t a t 
EUR 15 
EUR 12 
Belgique/België 
Danmark 
Deutschland 
Ellas 
España 
France 
Ireland 
Italia 
Luxembourg 
Nederland 
Österreich 
Portugal 
Suomi/Finland 
Sverige 
United Kingdom 
1987 
2 063.6 
3.0 
19.3 
343.0 
26.3 
298.2 
387.8 
6.1 
602.0 
2.3 
3.9 
320.6 
51.1 
1989/90 
1000 h 
1 983.6 
2.5 
17.7 
316.9 
14.7 
268.3 
346.5 
12.9 
659.6 
2.1 
5.2 
279.4 
57.8 
1993 
oldings 
1 801.2 
2.1 
17.5 
303.6 
20.6 
239.3 
291.6 
18.0 
598.8 
1.9 
6.7 
240.1 
61.1 
1995 
1 993.4 
1 665.6 
1.7 
16.3 
291.6 
12.9 
210.2 
259.1 
18.3 
569.8 
1.7 
6.8 
168.6 
216.4 
95.7 
63.6 
60.9 
1987 
13 231.6 
8.1 
144.4 
1 540.7 
61.8 
3 696.4 
1 934.2 
34.1 
4 252.5 
11.1 
16.4 
1 210.6 
321.2 
1989/90 1993 
1000 ha 
14 316.9 
6.9 
138.3 
1 504.3 
64.0 
4 693.1 
1 790.8 
75.2 
4 681.6 
10.5 
19.1 
978.3 
354.9 
13 285.6 
6.3 
167.2 
1 462.2 
36.4 
4 614.9 
1 532.9 
74.4 
4 021.9 
9.2 
67.3 
880.6 
412.3 
1995 
23 454.1 
12 714.1 
5.6 
136.0 
1 474.5 
41.0 
4 219.5 
1 431.7 
93.1 
3 958.4 
8.6 
77.8 
2 680.6 
816.4 
4 149.9 
3 909.5 
451.5 
